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‘Should We Recognize the Chinese 


| Communist Government? 

pancer: 

merica’s Town Meeting of the Air” is but one of the many 
ies presented by Town Hall as part of its nonpartisan, non- 
fan educational program. In Town Hall’s own five story 
ag, just off Times Square in the heart of Manhattan, you'll 
|diversified series of events. The Town Hall Morning Lecture 
. for example, continues to generate the kind of intellectual 
» that has made it the outstanding program of its kind in 
fstion. Our morning lectures are in their fifty-sixth season. 
w New Yorkers also take advantage of the Town Hall Short 
es presented daily at 5:30 pm. and during the evening 
' These courses offer a variety of subjects. 

™n Hall, of course, is a world-famous center of music. Last 
1, 91 musicians made their debuts on the Town Hall stage— 
© which has been the setting for the initial performances 
h celebrated artists as Nelson Eddy, Marian Anderson, 
e List, James Melton, Dorothy Maynor, and others. We hope 
pay a visit to Town Hall on your next trip to New York. 

to preside over our discussion, here is your moderator, the 
ent of Town Hall and founder of America’s Town Meeting, 
2 V. Denny, Jr. Mr. Denny. (Applause) 


ator Denny: 

1 evening, neighbors. After last week’s broadcast when 
nounced tonight’s topic, a member of the audience asked 
» question, “Why do you spend time discussing what govern- 
ve should recognize in China when we have so many more 
ant subjects here at home? What do we care about the 
government they have so long as they let us alone?” 
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I reminded our friend that this was the kind of talk we hj 
about Germany, Italy, and Japan before the last war, and » 
there was no subject in the world more important than the 
trying to prevent another war. } 

We're discussing tonight’s question because we are begin’ 
to realize that it does make a difference what kind of govern} 
a nation has if that government happens to be aggressii 
totalitarian. Our entire Marshall Plan is based on that assump} 
as were our activities in the last Italian elections and oun 
to Greece and Turkey. 

However, except for the case of Soviet Russia, from the pe 
1917 to 1933, and the Stimson Doctrine of nonrecognition of J 
nese conquests, we have not used nonrecognition as an expres! 
of disapproval of an established government. 

We have hundreds of missionaries and extensive busines) 
terests in China. Do conditions under which the Chinese Cor 
nists have set up their regime justify our withholding recogn} 
at this time or recognizing them? f 

Would the highest interests of this country and the peace oF 
world best be served by recognition or nonrecognition of the 
munist Chinese Government? 

Also there is the question of timing. If we should recognize) 
Communist regime, should we do it now or later? 

What we decide to do about this question has far-reac 
implications, as China is said to have the largest populatio! 
any country in the world, and it’s a fact that in the United Nai! 
China is one of the permanent members of the Security Cori} 
which may exercise the right of veto. i 

So whatever we do— withhold recognition or give recognitif 
it will have far-reaching effects of vital interest to the Ank 
can people. | 
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We're extremely fortunate in being able to bring you the cov} 
of four outstanding leaders who know China well—a Ur’ 
States Senator, an Admiral who commanded our military ra 
in China from 1946 to ’48, an American businessman whot 
just returned from an eight-month trip around the world, a) 
professor of history at Harvard University, who’s an outsta 
authority on China. 

We'll hear first from Mr. George C. Cobean, partner in| 
117-year-old firm of Bulkley, Dunton Paper Company, New Y} 
president of the foreign trading concern of Bulkley, Dunton P} 
Company which has markets in Latin America, Asia, and Si 
Africa. Mr. Cobean on his recent trip spent much of his 4 
in the Far East, including China. Incidentally, the currency| 
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chinese Nationalist Government was printed on paper manu- 
i by Mr. Cobean’s company. Mr. George C. Cobean. (Ap- 
e) 


Cobean: 


-ontend that the United States should recognize the Chinese 
munist Government. It is now dominant and in control of 
wally all of China. 
ake this position because recognition does not mean or even 
our approval of that government. We have recognized many 
American governments which came into power by over- 
ring the duly elected and constituted governments. In 
ically all such cases, our recognition has not carried with 
© approval of the new government. 
Wy government recognizes a rebel or insurgent regime be- 
» it can then do more to protect its own citizens and their 
iezty located in the area. It is only after it has been recognized 
jsuch a government bears any responsibility under inter- 
wal law for any injury done to foreign citizens or to their 
erty in the areas controlled by it. 
© unrecognized Chinese Government was evidently relying 
4s point for immunity from liability when they held Amer- 
‘Consul Ward and his associates in jail at Mukden. Any 
©2s or redress to the United States for any injuries to Ward 
3. under international law, be recoverable only from the 
niized Nationalist China Government, because the United 
5 has failed to recognize the de facto Chinese Communist 
mment. Everyone knows that the former government was 
ely powerless to extend any protection to Ward. 
| primary interest in this matter is that of a foreign trader 
a lifetime of experience in travel and commercial pursuits 
eign markets, principally engaged in the promotion and sale 
aerican products. I hope I may be considered as speaking 
aalf of the thousands of American citizens similarly engaged. 
more than a century extending back even prior to the 
iutic era of our clipper ships, the United States has enjoyed 
ercial relations with China, and there has been created 
8 this period great prestige for American products, valuable 
ss contacts, and warm personal friendship for the Chinese 
AS. 
3 unthinkable that this should be abandoned to our com- 
rs—the Russians, British, or other Europeans. I believe this 
finitely be the result if we refuse to recognize the Chinese 
mment now in control in that country. It is persistently 
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rumored that Great Britain fully intends to do so very § 

The importance of our commerce with China, the welfar« 
prosperity of the people in American communities and in 1 
of our industries are not generally appreciated. The San Fran 
Chronicle recently published an article in which the state 3 
was made that formerly 50 per cent of the foreign trade of} 
port was with China. } 

My knowledge of individual Chinese causes me to believi 
of them will ever become sincere Communists. The Chine t 
definitely an individualist primarily interested in the welfai 
himself and family. It is inconceivable that he should ever sv 
to becoming a chattel of the state and embrace commu 
ideology in his heart. 

Certainly the most effective procedure for hindering and hz) 
the diffusion of Communism in China is not for the democ 
powers of the world to isolate and ostracize the Chinese p 
by refraining from recognizing the only government now ex)} 
in their country but to grant such recognition as a means t# 
ends of maintaining and developing friendly relations wit] 
Chinese people, the most intelligent, industrious, long-suffe# 
and patient people in all Asia. \ 

Refusal to recognize this government would deprive a 
contact with the Chinese, and this would create an ideal aj 
phere for the spread of Communism throughout China. Free? 
tact with democratic nations is evidently not a healthy i 
for the spread of Communism. An appreciation of this far 
the Russians is demonstrated by their zeal in keeping the4 
Curtain shut down tight. 

For the democratic nations to refuse to deal with the pr 
Chinese Government would undoubtedly please the Comin 
immensely, for then they would have the field to themselves! 
molested in their efforts to subjugate the intelligent Chinese® 
ple under the yoke of Communism. . 

Coincident with our recognition, we should be able to negt} 
a treaty with this new government whereby guarantees are } 
that our properties and the lives and freedom of our citize/ 
China shall be adequately protected. dl 

We should be in the position of demanding definite quid pre 
guarantees to this effect. It would seem logical that a cleal 
and definite understanding could be reached at this time fo” 
protection of our rights, rather than at some later date aftel 
active and realistic competitors have largely displaced us in 
great world market. Eventually, we will attempt to do this. 
how, but it may then be tragically too late. (Applause) 
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oderator Denny: 

Thank you, Mr. Cobean. Our second speaker has a long and 
tinguished naval career. In 1945, with the rank of Admiral, 
was appointed Commander of the Seventh Fleet in the Western 
cific, including naval forces operating along the China coast 
1 in China. Incidentally, during that period, he transported 
ne of the money made by Mr. Cobean’s firm—Chinese money! 
admiral Charles M. Cooke, Jr., United States Navy, Retired, 
jo was in command of the U.S.S. Pennsylvania when the Japa- 
e bombed Pearl Harbor, attended all eight conferences of the 
ded Heads of Government. In 1944, he was designated Chief 
Biaft to the Commander-in-Chief of the United States Fleet, 
tiral Ernest J. King. 

,et’s now hear from Admiral Charles M. Cooke, who is now 
tired naval officer and naturally speaks for himself and not 
United States Navy. Admiral Cooke. (Applause) 


iral Cooke: 

“we are really to save American interests and help the Chinese 
ple, Mr. Cobean, we must review the past. In March, 1917, 
ussian people overthrew the rule of the Czars and established 
© freedom. Their freedom was short-lived. A militant Bolshevik 
jority led by Lenin and Stalin soon took over, mounting to 
» of fear, hate, and treachery, a regime dedicated to world 
Quest and headed toward world slavery. 

vtler imitated and adopted Stalin’s methods. He told the world 
4 he was going to do. But with a mixture of fatuous com- 
vency and fright, the democratic nations allowed Hitler to 
low up his democratic neighbors. 

‘ith Hitler’s defeat, Stalin resumed his march, overthrowing 
iliberal majorities of satellite countries in Europe, executing 
t leaders, and shackling all liberty. 

hat good has recognition of these Communist regimes pro- 
ed? 

rom the beginning, Chinese Communism has been Moscow 
wolled and directed. Proof is abundant. The Chinese Commu- 
(leader, Mao Tze-tung states, “The Chinese Communist party 
‘born with the help of the Communist International. It grew 
nder the guidance of the Communist International, and the 
ese revolution developed under the guidance of the Com- 
ist International. To carry out the International line and 
J2 loyal to the Communist International is to guarantee the 
ess of the Chinese revolution.” 

yst July, Chu Teh, the Communist Commander-in-Chief, stated, 


‘Tt can be easily seen that the victory of the Chinese peop 
democratic revolution is inseparable from the friendly aid of ; 
Soviet Union. If the Soviet Union does not exist, if there is 
victory under the leadership of the Soviet Union, if there is} 
such development of the world democratic peace front under # 
leadership of the Soviet Union, the rapid and quick victory of} 
Chinese revolution as it is today would have been impossi# 
Even if we were to succeed, it would be impossible to consolich 
our gains.” | 

Four hundred and fifty million freedom-loving Chinese | 
passing into bondage under Communist party leaders. I, too, } 
Cobean, am fond of the Chinese people. I cannot go along v 
certifying this bondage. 

Abraham Lincoln declared that the United States could , 
continue half free and half slave—all should be free. F or 
Politburo, the world cannot be half free and half slave—it si 
all be slave. 

Recognition of Communist China would serve to confirm 1 
hasten Communist world enslavement. Can it be doubted %} 
recognition would spread dismay among the real liberals in sow 
east Asia and Japan, while strengthening the hands and p 
of communism? 
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There are those who would have us continue in a state of. 
decision and inaction, while millions in Asia are forced bet 
the “Curtain.” But we must remember that the United States 
denounced as the number one and ultimate enemy. 

Are we then to wait for decision and action to be forced ut 
us, aS was done for England at Dunkirk, and for us at Pi 
Harbor? 

Are we to linger on, waiting to be awakened by some futil 
much bloodier, much more disastrous Pearl Harbor? The gh} 
of 100,000 dead soldiers and sailors rise up from the islands of | 
Pacific to shout “No.” 


Not only are we free to lift our voices in protest; we’re dw) 
bound to do so. Not only should we not recognize the Commu? 
Government in China, but, in line with our policy in Europa 


should declare support of those who oppose it. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Admiral Cooke. Our third speaker is Dr. John 
Fairbank, professor of history at Harvard University, who ser 
as Special Assistant to the American Ambassador in China’ 
1942 and 1943, who was director of the United States Informat 
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vice in China in 1945 and 1946, and is the author of many books, 
yng them The United States and China. We take pleasure in 
coming back to Town Hall Dr. John K. Fairbank. (Applause) 


) Fairbank: 

.dmiral Cooke suggests that, in order to exert our leadership 
he noncommunist world, we should lift our voices in protest 
shout “No.” He says we should declare support of those who 
jose Chinese Communism. 


| 


ifter the buildup you gave us in the first part of your speech, 
niral, this shouting “No,” even if very loud, sounds like an 
: another mere declaration of anticommunism from us. 
jefusal to recognize realities in China, while Great Britain, 
itralia, India, and other countries do so, might indeed spread 
may about our capacity for positive leadership. 

wtually, I think recognition, sooner or later, will be a necessary 
_step towards a constructive, bipartisan China policy. It’s the 
step towards supporting our century-old interests in China— 
‘4merican colleges, missionaries, hospitals, and business firms 
ie. 


hen you say recognition will serve no useful purpose, Admiral 
ie, | wonder if you realize that there are over 1,000 American 
Gonaries at their posts in Communist China right now tonight. 
en Protestant Christian colleges, two Catholic colleges are 
i and at work educating about a tenth of China’s college 
eats. 

2ese Americans are all going to be subject to increasing com- 
ist pressure. They need our Government’s support, which 
only be given if we recognize. 

course, we all know, as Admiral Cooke has pointed out, that 
~hinese Communists are real Communists and admire Russia. 
’ are committed to totalitarian communism and the police 
, which we Americans can never approve. 

t ’'m afraid the Chinese situation is even worse than Admiral 
=e realizes. The Chinese Communists are not Russian puppets, 
Russian ideological disciples. They have come to power mainly 
gh their own efforts, with very little Russian aid. Thus far, 
ive been largely running their own show, and, incidentally, 
* a better job for the Chinese people, thus far, than their 
acessors, the Nationalists. It’s not yet certain how far the 
ese Communists will accept Russian domination inside China. 
‘ll, what should we do about this regime, which is both 
ese and Communist—stronger than a mere Russian puppet, 
et firmly in the Russian camp? 


9 


I think recognition is necessary to support our interests in Chi/ 
as I have said. But there’s a second very practical reason, too. x 
need official contact with any communist government just to kn/ 
what’s going on within its curtain of censorship and exclusi} 

We still recognize Soviet Russia. I doubt if even Senator Brid} 
wants to withdraw our Embassy from Moscow. We need it th) 
to report on Russia, to negotiate. The same applies to China. 

The opponents of recognition have a genuine concern abj 
Russian Communist expansion which we all share, but, in fi} 
our nonrecognition of China will probably help Russia. We 
assume that Russia wants the Chinese Communists to cut 7 
Chinese people off from American contact. Why should we pe 
Russia’s game? Why create our own Iron Curtain? Nonrecognit? 
by us would play into Russian hands. 

Then there are some Americans, I’m afraid, who would likel 
play politics. There’s an old Chinese custom: When the weat! 
is bad, blame it on the Emperor in Peking. Some people wants 
blame the Revolution in China on the Democrats in Washingt? 
Since 1947, the China interest of Governor Dewey and others = 
seemed to a nonpolitician, like myself, to be unexpectedly sudd™ 

I’m sure Senator Bridges, however, favors a real biparti/) 
policy on China. 

Finally some Americans want to fight communism in A’ 
with arms. We tried sending arms to Chiang Kai-shek. Today = 
Chinese Communists are using those arms against Chiang. WH! 
Because Chiang has lost popular support. His troops don’t wi 
to fight. Chiang still has plenty of American arms left on Forme: 
but he lacks his Chinese support—not American arms. 

For us to try to hold Formosa by force could only help | 
Communists unify all patriotic Chinese permanently against / 
Intervention by us will not disillusion the Chinese people abi) 
communism. They must learn for themselves. :) 

Meanwhile, recognition, whenever our Government can WE 
it out, will help maintain our contact with the Chinese peoy) 
I should like to ask Senator Bridges how else would you Prop 
to do it? (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 
Thank you, Dr. Fairbank. Well, the situation becomes m¢ 
complex as we hear each new speaker. But stick by—we’ll ek 
it all up at the end of this hour. 
Our next speaker has always been deeply interested in Chi 
and our stake in Asia. He’s a member of the Senate Appropr 
tions and Armed Services committees, the distinguished Repu 
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Senator from New Hampshire — the Honorable Styles 
dges. Senator Bridges. (Applause) 


nator Bridges: 


“he real question being discussed is “Should the United States 
‘America Recognize Moscow as the Governing Authority in 
ina?” That’s the issue. (Applause) 

(ly answer, and it should be sufficient for any thoughtful Amer- 
h—even some of those in the third grade, for example—is “No!” 
ether they know what the word “no” means up at Harvard, 
ere Professor Fairbank comes from, or not, I don’t know. But 
y “No!” And I criticize his attempt to criticize Admiral Cooke 
at direction. (Applause) 

he struggle in China is not a civil war. It’s a foreign aggression 
Ihe Soviet Union against China—a violation of Russia’s solemn 
izes, including Russia’s oath to support the Charter of the 
ited Nations. 

lisis is the most treacherous invasion the world has ever seen. 
& incited from Moscow, directed from Moscow, and officered 
r. Moscow, and fought only in the front lines by the Chinese. 
ow our own State Department, weak and unfriendly as it is 
Nationalist China, acknowledges that this is Russia’s war 
‘ast China. Why, Professor Fairbank, even the Chinese Com- 
ivsts, themselves, admit that they belong to the Kremlin. They 
wnited with Russia, not only in ideology but in any future war. 
“nerever communism appears, even the hope of democracy 
yppears. Wherever Russia rules, the people are forced to sur- 
der their freedom to a police state. 

Armly believe that Americans will insist on withholding even 
> approval of Moscow in China. But there are even greater, 
‘¢ urgent, more selfish reasons why the United States should 
\inue to support and recognize the Nationalist Government 
thina. There’s a deadly parallel between the aggressions of 
et Russia in Europe and Asia today and the aggressions of 
; Germany and Hitler 10 years ago. Remember, we were 
intended victims then. We are the potential victims now. Why, 
amazed, Mr. Cobean, that you don’t see this. 

itimately, our democracy is in peril, our homes are in danger. 
a the Soviet Union in possession of the atom bomb, all our 
epts of security must change. We must learn that we have 
ime to barter away like Chamberlain did with his umbrella 
macy. 

: this moment, Russia is under indictment before the United 
ons for having violated its treaty with China and the charter 
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THE SPEAKERS’ 


JOHN K. FAIRBANK—A professor of 
history at Harvard, Dr. Fairbank is in 
charge of the Chinese Regional Studies 
Program at Harvard. He is co-author 
of the recent book, Next Step in Asia. 

Dr. Fairbank was special assistant to 
the American Ambassador in China in 
1942-43, and director of the United 
States Information Service in China in 
1945-46. 


STYLES BRIDGES—Senator Bridges 
was born in West Pembroke, Maine, in 
1898. He has B.S. and LL.D. degrees 
from the University of Maine, an M.A. 
from Dartmouth, and an LL.D. from 
the University of New Hampshire and 
Northeastern University. For a time, 
Senator Bridges was an instructor at 
Sanderson Academy, at Ashfield, Mass. 
Later he was county agricultural agent 
and state extension specialist for the 
University of New Hampshire. From 
1922 until 1924, he was secretary of the 
New Hampshire State Farm Bureau 
Federation, and for the next two 
years was editor of Granite Monthly 
Magazine. 

From 1924 until 1929, Senator 
Bridges was director and secretary of 
the N. H. Investment Company. In 
1930, he became a member of the Pub- 
lic Service Commission of the State of 
New Hampshire, and, in 1935, became 
governor of the state. He was elected 


COLUMN 


U.S. Senator for the terin 1937-43, 
reélected for the term 1943-49. BH 
a Republican and a member of 
Appropriations and Armed Sery 
committees. I 


GEORGE G. COBEAN— Mr. Cobed ai 
president of the Bulkley, Dur 
Paper Company of South America 
vice president of the Bulkley, Du: 
Paper Company of the Far East 
recently returned from a trip ar 
the world 


CHARLES MAYNARD COOKE, Jj 
Born in Fort Smith, Ark., in j 
Admiral Cooke received B. S. de; 


emy in 1910. Becoming an ensign © 
the U. S. Navy in 1912, he adva)) 
through the grades to the rank o1# 
miral in 1946. He served as a | 


the U. S. Fleet in 1942 and Chie 
Staff in 1944. In 1945, he became De’ 
Chief of Naval Operations. From | 
to 1948, he was in command of) 
military forces in China. He is 
retired with the rank of admiral. 


of the United Nations by trying to overthrow the Nationalist G? 
ernment. We now recognize that overthrow as a fact—whic 
is not—and we whitewash the Soviet Government. We place 
the Security Council Russia’ s puppet delesates from China, 


is prosecuting the charges against Russia. 

In other words, we remove a friend and substitute an ene} 
Why, even a moron in this country should be able to understif 
that. ) 

The last time we were slow to recognize the aggressive patti 
This time let us be sure that what we do is large enough 4} 
soon enough to prevent World War III. Remember its seeds 
already sprouting in the fertile fields in China. 

Why does it make sense to spend billions of dollars in Eur} 
on aid and on our foreign arms program for member nations of | 
Atlantic Pact? 

What sense does it make to do that all in the name of ¢ 
taining Russia and at the same time ignoring Asia? I said A 
because the Soviet scheme does not stop with China. Remem} 
this, if China falls, the other countries of Asia will topple 1) 
bowling pins—Indo-China, Burma, Malaya, India, and the nex} 
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vill be our islands in the far Pacific, which have become the 
‘r rim of our defense. 

e must draw the line now. We have nothing to gain by the 
pasement and recognition of Red Rule in China. (Applause) 


irator Denny: 

nank you, Senator Bridges. Now, gentlemen, will you join 
up here around the microphone for a little discussion before 
jake the questions from the audience. Mr. Cobean, has any- 
g provoked you to a question? 

t. Cobean: It has. Yes. I’d like to ask Senator Bridges, 
feplarly, and also Admiral Cooke, if they’re not failing to 
a realistic view of the conditions in China. China has already 
ia. China is in the hands of the Communist party. We have 
alistic condition there, and I maintain that, if we fail to 
nize the Communist Government, we are abandoning the 
ese people and have no means of contacting them. 

ator Bridges: I think, Mr. Cobean, that’s bunk—plain, un- 
ed bunk. They still have a government in China. We still 
nize that government. They’re still fighting on. (Laughter) 
ember, Mr. Cobean, that after—now, just a minute before 
. of you pro-Communists laugh out here (laughter) —that in 
«| War II, and leading up to that, when France fell, when 
um fell, when Holland fell, we didn’t immediately recognize 
azis. 

. what did we do? 

recognized the government even when it was driven out 
{ country, when it was in exile. | 

I tell you today that we still have a government in China 
ng on, and I’m for anybody that is fighting the Communists 
arrying on in this country. (Applause) 

Fairbank: Senator Bridges, I’d like to make peace with you. 
ot sure we have time right here now the way we're going, 
would like to raise one question. You say the government is 
ag on. Why is it constantly retreating so fast that the Com- 
sts can’t catch up with it? (Applause) 

mn another question comes to my mind. You have spoken 
eloquently of how you dislike communism. I trust you will 
r. Cobean and me the benefit of our assertions that we 
2 it, also. (Applause) 

ust you will note that we are devoting ourselves to the 
m of how to deal with a Communist China, not merely 
bloquent description of its dangers to us. 

the question I would like to ask, Senator Bridges, is how 
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do you propose specifically to support a thousand or more ¥ 
sionaries in China and all these other interests that we have 
who are exposed to Chinese communism now and who 
recognition to help them along? 
Senator Bridges: When you talk about our missionaries in C} 
and how we've got to recognize the Communist Governmer| 
China in order to protect the missionaries, I think that you 
sight, Professor Fairbank, that when the Communists first ¢} 
in they are tolerant, then they control, and then they subduy 
any method within their power. | 
Now we have recognized and we do recognize Hungary, | 
what has happened to people 1 ke Card nal Mindszenty and 0 
people who are outstanding questions in a great country | 
Hungary? (Applause) . 
I don’t think that, if China comes under the complete domine| 
of the Communists—which that section certainly will be, thy 
controlled today—we can hope for a great deal of their helj 
maintaining Christianity as we know it when the history and 
records of the other Communist countries are such. 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. Dr. Fairbank? i 
Dr. Fairbank: To reply to that, Senator Bridges, on the one te 
you want to fight the communist menace in China. You deser# 
in great detail how your emotions are very combative towar}) 
which I am sure is the case with many of us. Now you wats 
fight it, you want to resist it. At the same time, you’re willin] 
write off these thousands of American missionaries I have spc! 
of—write off all the other Americans who are in China in/ 
exposed position, give them no support, give the whole game J 
to the Communists in China. Now how do you answer tf 
(Applause) | 
Mr. Denny: Admiral Cooke, do you want to take that on! 
Admiral Cooke: No, I was going to ask a question after thi) 
Mr. Denny: Let the Senator answer, then. 
Senator Bridges: Well, the only difference between us—I ¢) 
wani to give over China to the Communists. | 
Dr. Fairbank: Not at all. 
Senator Bridges: Yes, you are; you’re in favor of giving it |} 
in order to protect the missionaries. : 
Dr. Fairbank: I’m sorry. 


to me no matter where he comes from, and I recognize the pat 
is the same in all these countries. I’m not going to be foolec ' 
what is going on in China today. (Applause) 
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r. Denny: As I understand it, Dr. Fairbank, you think that the 
interests of the missionaries and the American businessmen 
there would be served by recognition, and Senator Bridges 
cS that the best interests will not be served by recognition, is 
right? 

. Fairbank: Yes, I’d like to say more on that in a moment. 
. Denny: Well, let’s get Admiral Cooke in on this discussion. 
saven’t heard from him yet. 

imiral Cooke: Well, I want to address this question to Dr. 
pank—with regard to the realities of the situation. The White 
i has been praised by Dr. Fairbank, and I guess he considers 
etty good. This is the recognition of the Secretary of State 
= situation in his letter of transmittal of the White Paper. 

: says this “. . . the Communist leaders have foresworn their 
se eee nad have publicly announced their subservience 
lbreign power—Russia, which, during the last 50 years, under 
« and Communists alike, has been most assiduous in its efforts 
end its control in the Far East.” 

iv the Japanese established a puppet regime in Manchukuo. 
japanese established a puppet regime in China itself. We did 
scognize it. We went to war about it. 

* the Secretary of State says, in effect, that the Russians 
#stablished a puppet regime in China. Are we, then, to call 
= people of the United States, who sacrificed everything to 
e the Japanese puppet state in China, to now recognize the 
MN puppet state in China? (Applause) 

‘Fairbank: Admiral Cooke, may I say that I think the White 
| that Mr. Acheson put out, which you can get for $3 from 
“perintendent of Documents in Washington (1,000 pages), 
great vote of confidence in the democratic process in this 
-y. Now on the question you’ve raised: The White Paper 
hat the Chinese Communists are pro-Russian. Does it say 
ney are puppets? Have you perhaps expanded the idea? 
a’t we up against the situation where the Chinese Commu- 
re definitely in the Russian camp and will play along with 
ussians, and yet they have only just come into power in 
. and the Chinese people who can be led by these Chinese 
junists are still not communized, and we still have a foot 
‘door? 

, of course, the example of Eastern Europe is extremely 
waging. In Eastern Europe, we haven’t been able to prevent 
mpletion of this communization process. In China, perhaps 
ea chance, and we ought to take that chance. We’ve got to 
»r that chance. What else can we do? 
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Who wants to go there and fight? If we’re going to fight, 1 
go fight the Russians. There’s no use fighting in China. It’s a ne 
you can bog down in. If you’re going to attack this Chinese C& 
munist regime, you’ve got to do it with non-military means. (% 
plause) 

Mr. Denny: All right, thank you. One more question. Yes, 5 

Senator Bridges: Mr. Cobean says that we should sign a trif 
with China in order that our rights might be protected. Now) 
have recognized Russia, and I just want to ask you, Mr. Cob} 
how you think Russia respects our rights and whether we'd} 
the same kind of treatment from the puppets as we do fromf& 
mother country? 

Mr. Cobean: Senator, my opinion is that we would get a mi 
fairer treatment from the Chinese people than we get from 
Russian people. At least, we would be on a basis where we ci 
talk to them, where we could exercise not only our argume! 
but we can also put pressure on them, if we have recognized tk 
If we have not recognized them, we are isolating them; we are 
of contact with them, and we have no means of approaching tk 
That’s my contention. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: All right now, while we get ready for our Ques} 
Period, we have a special message for our listening audience} 

Announcer: From historic Town Hall in New York City, ? 
American Broadcasting Company is presenting “America’s Ti 
Meeting of the Air.” Our subject is, “Should We Recognize F 
Chinese Communist Government?” Our speakers include Dr. Ji 
K. Fairbank, professor of history at Harvard University; Ged 
G. Cobean, president of one of America’s largest paper me! 
facturing companies; Senator Styles Bridges, Republican of If 
Hampshire; and Admiral Charles M. Cooke, Jr., U. S. Navy, } 
tired, who commanded military forces in China in 1946-1948.) 

Tonight’s program will be published in full in the Town Mee] 
Bulletin, and you may secure a copy by sending 10 cents to TU 
Hall, New York 18, New York, requesting the discussion on Ch! 
Please send 10 cents in coin, not stamps. 

By the way, here’s a suggestion for your Christmas list. V 
not subscribe to the Town Meeting Bulletin for your friends? | 
subscription rate is $4.50 per year. If you will send your) 
subscriptions directly to Mr. Denny, he will write a personal t 
to the person you designate saying that the Bulletin is coming 
a Christmas gift from you. This applies only to gift subscriptii 
ona yearly basis—52 issues of the Town Meeting Bulletin for $4 
Send your remittance and the name and address of the per 
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wish to receive the Bulletin directly to Mr. Denny, Town Hall, 
York 18, New York. 

i Town Hall audience is now ready with the questions, so 
ur question period, we return you to Mr. Denny. 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! x 


| 
| 
L Denny: We start with a question from the balcony, the 
seman upstairs. 
kn: Mr. Cobean, I have a question: How does life of the Chi- 
( differ under the Communist Government compared with 
ir the Nationalist Government? 
~ Denny: How does life differ under the Communist regime 
under the Nationalist? 
- Cobean: Well, I could not answer that question because I 
not been in China since the Communists have taken over. 
: there this time last year when the Nationalist Government 
still in charge. I couldn’t answer that question. 
. Denny: Thank you. Anybody care to answer that up here 
2 platform? If not, we’ll take the next question. 
»: I state my question to Senator Bridges. Do you think 
shis Chinese Government, so recently born, will eventually 
#2 another Russian satellite? 
ator Bridges: I certainly do. Yes. 
. Denny: Thank you. The lady over here. 
ty: Dr. Fairbank, how is Communist China different from the 
.R., Spain, Argentina, Poland, Portugal, or Czechoslovakia 
alitarianism? 

Denny: Dr. Fairbank? How does it differ from all these 
ries in totalitarianism? 
Fairbank: Well, it’s different in being Chinese. Also, totali- 
‘ism can be in many countries. Democracy in Britain is dif- 
. from democracy in the United States, I suppose you would 
jotalitarianism in China is trying to get its feet on the ground. 
‘uomintang was totalitarian behind a facade of democracy; 
mmunists behind a facade of democracy are also totalitarian. 
Mire doing what they can. 
need is to get in there to support our people. That’s why 
liking about recognition. I assume you're referring to that. 
\ause) 
Denny: Thank you. The gentleman in the balcony. 
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Man: Admiral Cooke, as Commander of the Asiatic Fleet, 
do you believe would be the effect of recognition of the Chi 
Communists on our strategic position in the Pacific? 

Admiral Cooke: I consider that that’s a very important ques! 
We haven’t touched upon it. Before the Russians moved of 
Siberia, they were in a vulnerable position in the Far East. Vi 
they took over Manchuria and China, they were in a positid 
develop a self-sufficient agricultural, industrial, and military « 
omy. Furthermore, they are in a position to provide submigé 
bases, not just out of Vladivostok and the Vladivostok region} 
possibly added onto that, Dairen and Port Arthur, but all ¢ 
the coast of China. 

Now everybody knows that the best way to stop submas 
is to stop them at the bases they are going to start from. } 
people here in New York who were short of fuel oil in 42) 
’43 would not have been so short if the German subma‘s 
had been confined to the North Sea. Instead of that they expa’i 
to Norway and to France and it was impossible to stop if 
from going across the Atlantic. That’s the position that we ¥ 
in the Pacific. We have the strategic responsibility for the Pa! 
(Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Admiral Cooke. The gentleman it) 
balcony. ; 

Man: My question is to Senator Bridges. I import from © 
munist China and pay dollars with which they buy oil, tools, 
This is fine for me. Is it good for America? 

Senator Bridges: No, it’s not good for America. These dea 
that we have take me back to the days of the scrap iron and s 
when we were sending them to Japan. (Applause) Let mei 
just a minute on that. Professor Fairbank said about som 
the Republicans coming lately to this China policy. In | 
[ introduced a resolution to prohibit the shipment of scrap / 
and steel to Japan (applause), and, if it had been ado} 
thousands of American boys wouldn’t have lost their lives vy 
the Sixth Avenue Elevated remnants of scrap iron came hon! 
them in bombs and shrapnel at Pearl Harbor and in the 0} 
islands of the Pacific. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Dr. Fairbank has something on i} 

Dr. Fairbank: May I just comment on that, Senator Bric 
if you had, in 1947 and 1948, voted against giving further mili) 
aid to Chiang Kai-shek, whom we all knew, if we knew anytt| 
couldn’t win his civil war because he was too incompetent—if 
had voted against giving that extra military aid, the Chil) 
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nmunists today would not have the best-armed Chinese Army 
Chinese history. (Applause) 

enator Bridges: I not only voted for that, I helped sponsor it; 
proud I did, I’d do it over again. The reference you made “if 
body knew anything, they’d know that”’—well, of course, 
ve got to excuse that as coming from Harvard. (Laughter and 
lause) 

fr. Denny: Admiral Cooke. Admiral Cooke has a comment. 
idmiral Cooke: Let me say this. That we armed or started to 
. thirty Chinese divisions to fight the Japanese. They fought 
| Japanese for four years without any help and four more 
*s without very much help. In 1946, these arms that the United, 
tes had furnished these divisions to fight the Japanese were 
jallowed to have any ammunition. We declared an embargo 
\t. At that same time and on the reports of the Embassy in 
eow, the Russians were arming the communists in Manchuria, 
jonly with arms but with ammunition. (Applause) 

». Denny: Thank you. The lady here in the center. Yes? 

ay: Mr. Cobean. This is a woman’s question. The wife of the 
¢sh Consul-General in Shanghai is a friend of mine. I have 
been able to get a letter from her in over a year. Her first 
“y to me came out with an American airmail stamp on. It was 
f@gled out of Shanghai. Her instructions to me to write her 
te send my letters to Government House in Hongkong and it 
be smuggled in to her. 

ky, when the Communist Government in Shanghai will not 
nit recognition of the British Consul-General in the consulate 
aanghai, why should we recognize the Reds when they won’t 
nize a stable government like that and permit them to have 
> mail go out? 

r. Cobean: This may not be an answer to your question, but 
ay that one means of securing interchange of mail would be 
nition of the present Chinese Government, so that it would 
have stamps and be recognized as a member of the inter- 
nal postal union and mail could then come out. Today it 
jot. (Applause) 

-. Denny: Thank you. Admiral Zacharias has a question. 
‘imiral Zacharias: Addressed to Admiral Cooke. Every one 
r military leaders on shore has pointed out the futility of 
g to get Chiang Kai-shek to go along with our ideas and do 
Ithing for the Chinese people. Why should we sit on the side- 
of a desperate, hungry China with a bear at the door, when 
» demonstrated the effectiveness of driving a wedge between 
ynunist Yugoslavia and Moscow? 


19 


on on ene eee eC 


Admiral Cooke: Let me point out the sequence of events} 
Europe, we gave help to Greece. There weren’t as many guerrif 
in Greece as there were Communists in China, but we gave iy 
to Greece. We gave help to Italy. We had an Atlantic Pact ar, 
Marshall Plan. We demonstrated resolution; we demonstre} 
strength. It was after that that Tito decided he could successhik 
withstand Moscow. i 

Now if we demonstrate the same resolution in China and 
Far East, I think possibly, at some future date, we may have si 
success there, but I don’t think it’s very probable. 

Mr. Denny: All right. Dr. Fairbank, do you want to comme 

Dr. Fairbank: Well, could I just ask Admiral Cooke what p} 
tive steps does he advocate? I asked that before but neither} 
nor Senator Bridges answered it. | 

Mr. Denny: What positive steps do you advocate in this com) 
tion? I think the. whole discussion centers around, is it poss 
that Communist China may turn out to be a Tito ally of Rus) 

Admiral Cooke: I don’t think, as I said, that’s very probab 
think that we should demonstrate, assert, state our support o}} 
those who oppose communism, as we did in Europe, showing {fj 
we mean business out there. I don’t mean to send divisions 
there, but take a positive stand. Then those in Communist Cl 
who are not Communists, or dissidents, will have a rallying pe} 
I don’t think we can convert the Mao Tze-tungs and the Chu T) 
Not possibly. They are Moscow-trained Communists and they | 
disciples of the Cominform. But those who oppose it, those 1 
want to go our way, who want to practice freedom, then t” 
will have a rallying point. (Applause) 

Mr, Denny: Thank you. All right, Dr. Fairbank. 

Dr. Fairbank: That sounds, Admiral Cooke, as though § 
would like to have continued contact with the Chinese peop} 

Admiral Cooke: I think that everything we’ve experiencet) 
Europe with the countries that we have recognized there pre} 
that recognition is not going to bring contact with the Chi# 
people behind the curtain. (Applause) ! 

Mr. Denny: All right, now. This question from the lady on | 
aisle. | 

Lady: Dr. Fairbank. Do we not give more encouragemen’ 
the people of China to throw off the power of communism by/ 
recognizing the Communist Chinese Government? 

Dr. Fairbank: No, I don’t think so. I think we have to maint 
contact with them as best we can. At present, we are in cont 


I think we’ve got to keep that up as much as we can. Recognitil 
I think, will help. 
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vuld I just add something? Mr. Bridges and I have been sort 
rowing remarks at each other and I would like to say I’m 
-I just work at Harvard University—I don’t represent it. 
ighter and applause) 

mator Bridges: I’m sure there’s no real reference, Professor 
yank, to Harvard University. It was just that the word “no,” 
ught, might be taught a little more frequently there. That’s 
i personal element in it. 

. Denny: All right. Why don’t we toss this one around? 
tor, will you and Mr. Fairbank come up here, because I’m 
used. I’d like to have you all straighten us out on this. 

iw, these people on my right over here, Dr. Fairbank and Mr. 
ian, maintain that recognition would mean contact with the 
ese people. You and Admiral Cooke seem to think that that 
4 not. Will you just straighten us out on that? What is your 
sn of this particular question, because that’s what we’re 
«sing tonight—the recognition of the Chinese Communist 
tfament? Will it give us the contact that we want, or will 
4 % 

nator Bridges: Well, my statement, Mr. Denny, is that there 
wo very concrete things it will give us. It will give us another 
>o work beside Russia by adding the Communist vote to the 
‘ity Council of the United Nations. That’s one great contri- 
= it will make to the world, is to give that. 

* second, it would provide the Communists in .control of 
diplomatic office of communist China all over the world and 
‘sem an avenue for feeding out communist propaganda and 
®ing information. Those are the two very tangible things 
we would gain from the recognition of communist China, 
I don’t want to see. 

Denny: All right, Dr. Fairbank. Yes sir? 

Fairbank: Those are, of course, two points to take into con- 
tion. Now consider what they mean. A second veto is no 
of a veto than a first veto. The Russians can veto any time 
vant to. (Applause) 

pnd, take a look at this proposition of Chinese diplomats 
g abroad. The chief trouble with the Chinese Communists 
jir minds now is that they don’t know anything about us. 
are befogged with all this Marxist propaganda and stuff that 
nave been taking in and putting out for all these years. A 
contact with us in this country might open their minds, not 
xe them non-Communists by any means. I don’t think there’s 
of that. But it would give them more sense of reality. 

7, for example, what do Chinese Communists tell themselves 
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today in their own propaganda? They say we’re having a trem; 
dous depression in this country. Why? Because Marxism si) 
there must be a depression in this country. 


things. (Applause) 

Senator Bridges: Dr. Fairbank, do you think that if they shok 
be recognized that they’d tell the truth any more? Isn’t it | 
record that in every Communist country on the face of the gh) 
that the thing that they do is to lie and spread misinforma ; 
and propaganda? Would you see a sudden change of face or fr 
if we recognized them? (Applause) f 

Dr. Fairbank: No, I don’t. I think they’d keep right on lyi- 
My point is they’d lie a bit more realistically. (Laughter) The’ 
know what the situation was, they wouldn’t make mistakes ba’ 
on misinformation in their own minds. These are the Commus 
leaders I’m talking about. 

Mr. Denny: Now, while our speakers prepare their summa‘? 
of tonight’s discussion, here’s a special message of interest to 3); 
our listeners. 

Announcer: Our four speakers will summarize their viewpo}i 
in just a moment. Two weeks ago we asked you to suggest y/ 
favorite topics for future discussion on Town Meeting. 

Our mail has been so heavy that it would be impossible! 
acknowledge each and every suggestion, but we do want yo 
know that we are most appreciative of your interest and we 
ceived many worth-while ideas. Mr. Denny and his associé) 
thank you for taking the time to write. : 

We are always glad to have your comments on each progi} 
and we’re anxious to know what subjects and speakers you |! 
to hear on Town Meeting—your Town Meeting. 

Your letters of comment after each discussion serve a ust 
purpose. All our mail is analyzed for listener reaction. It gi) 
us an indication of what a representative cross section of*| 
American public thinks about the particular topics and it he! 
us to plan future subjects. We look forward to hearing from jy, 
Address your comments on tonight’s program to Mr. Denny| 
care of Town Hall, New York 18, New York. 

Now for the summaries of tonight’s question we return } 
to Mr. Denny. 

Mr. Denny: Our first summary comes from Senator Stj 
Bridges. 

Senator Bridges: We’ve heard the proponents of Red Chi 
They’ve misstated the facts, attempting to make it appear t 
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Jecision in China has been reached and that it is final. They 
» advanced not a single principle on which the United States 
at be guided in recognizing Red China. They have, however, 
tioned convenience and expediency. 

ey want to commit the United States to recognize Red China 
lhe benefit of a few hundred businessmen of selfish interests 
missionaries trying the impossible to maintain Christianity in 
)mmunist police state. (Applause) 

*, Denny: Thank you, Senator Bridges. Dr. Fairbank. 

. Fairbank: Mr. Denny, I feel like saying just the opposite 
jerything that Mr. Bridges just said about me and Mr. Cobean. 
fe not proponents of Red China. We have heard Senator 
es and Admiral Cooke say “No, no” about recognition, but 
aven’t heard them say “Yes, yes” about anything else. If 
re against communism like the rest of us, what are they for, 
eonstructive policy? They haven’t said. Of course, any soft- 
ied, over-friendly appeasement of Chinese Communists is 
iss. We know that. We must try to maintain contact with the 
se people on a basis of hard bargaining with the new govern- 
. For this hard bargaining and continued contact, recogni- 
i a necessary, practical first step. (Applause) 

Denny: Thank you, Dr. Fairbank. Now Admiral Cooke. 
~iral Cooke: The record shows that a recognition of the Com- 
ist Chinese Government will serve no useful purpose in our 
ks with China. It shows on the testimony of all concerned 
the Communist regime is a Russian puppet regime. Its 
ution would greatly strengthen the onward march of com- 
sm toward world conquest and would spread dismay among 
pm-seeking people who depend on the United States for 
sth and leadership. (Applause) 
| Denny: Thank you, Admiral Cooke. Mr. Cobean. 

Cobean: In voicing their condemnation of communism, I 
2 our opponents that my colleague and I have no quarrel 
soever. However, it is my humble opinion they have missed 
bint under debate and have failed to take a realistic view 

. present Chinese situation. For reasons obviously beyond 
: ontrol, the Communistic Chinese Government has gained 
1 of practically all of China and is the only government with 
"we can now deal for protection of the persons and property 
erican citizens in China. (Applause) 

Denny: Thank you, Mr. Cobean, Admiral Cooke, Dr. Fair- 
. and Senator Bridges. Well, my friends, you see that this 
‘ry complex and complicated subject, and we have had both 
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sides ably presented by our four speakers. This is one of the 
vital questions before the American people today. 

The State Department has announced through the press 
this Department is deeply interested in knowing the views of 
American people. We would like to present them with the vg 
of Town Meeting listeners all over this country who have h 
both sides, so we suggest that you sit down tonight and wrif 
postcard, a telegram, or a letter, and let us know what you t 
Send these letters, telegrams, and postcards to Town Hall, } 
York 18, New York. That’s all you have to remember, Town ] 
New York 18, New York. We'll tabulate the results, indica 
from whence came your wires and telegrams and letters. 
let you know what the results are if you send in your resp 
before next Wednesday. We urge you to do it now, for we ¢a 
count letters that reach us after Wednesday. 

Next week we'll discuss another very debatable question[§ 
Our Present Policy Toward Western Germany Sound?” 
speakers will be Dr. James K. Pollock, professor of political sei 
of the University of Michigan; Dr. Edward H. Litchfield, for 
Director of Civil Affairs in the American Military Gove 
under General Lucius Clay; Charles M. LaFollette, Nati 
Director of Americans for Democratic Action; and Telford Tag 
attorney and Chief of the Council for War Crimes at Nuremble 

So plan to be with us next week and every week at the sd 
of the crier’s bell. 


CORRECTION —In your file of Town Meeting Bulletinh 
an error should be corrected in No. 29, November 159 194! 
“What Should Be the Liberals’ Program Now?” On page 1} 
the second sentence in Congressman Lodge’s first remarth 


should read, “If the program does not advocate that, I wo J 
be against it... .” 
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